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turn, not only to Palestine, but also to
the Old Order; not realizing that al-

though what once has been altered
may further be altered, it never cat.
be restored. This primitive Israel with
its impossible desires, lingering

in a progressive age,
impersonates Swinburne's "Notre
Dame des Sept Douleurs," whom h
thus questions:

""Dost thou dream of what was and
no more is, .

The old Kingdoms of earth and the
kings?

Dost thou hunger for these things,
Dolores,

For these, in a world of new things?'1

Indestructible though be the ideals
of Judea, institutional Judaism can
not stand against the irresistible
forces of change when they reach
their culmination. Judaism must mod-

ernize itself, even beyond the pres-
ent modifications of Reform. The
thing for Jews to do is to recognize
and acknowledge the imminece of the
discharge of their mission and accept
whatever innovations that fact may
impose.

"The past," says Zangwill, "is for
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inspiration, not imitation; for contin-
uation, not repetition."

The Jew is essentially a religious
being. His life must be filled with re-

ligious significances, either ceremo
ial or spiritual. There has been an
overgrowth of the former, an accre-
tion of the ages. In the exact ratio
that ceremonialism is reduced, spirit-
uality increases, and a better balance
results. This process should be con-

tinued until the proper respective
proportions are reached.

Reform denudes the faith of non-

essentials, sanctions necessary dcpai-tur- es

from traditional law, and adapts
Judaistic precepts to odern thought
and conditions, while preserving all
its integrities.

It is permitted to change the outer
garb if the inner spirit remain unal-

tered. Man varies his apparel accord-

ing to climatic conditions, and even
in conformity to capricious modes,
but his physical form still is in the
First Image. So with the Jew in his
religion. However the exigencies of
modern existence may have forced
him to alter ancient Jewish forms, he
has relinquished none of the essen-

tials of his faith, but remains stead-

fast as stone to his cherished ideals.
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Still, a degree of ritualism may be
needful for impressing meanings.
Ceremonial law has a certain value as
a means of moral discpline. The dan-

ger is that the realities of religion
may be so inlaid with the minutiae of
observance that sipiritual significance
is obscured. Symobilsm is good unless
it be used as a substitute for active
duty. But none can doubt the import-

ance of such a ceremony as that of
Seder night in perpetuating those
beautiful beliefs that, like spiritual
gems, have enriched the Jewish life
and given it a divine distinction.

Also, Israel rightly treasures its
loftier traditions.. Others there be of
no more worth than spilled wine, and
these may quite as rightly be discard-

ed. Yet who would question the in-

spiring influence of the Festival of
Purim, for example, and who would

have it discontinued? We should be

careful not to cast away the wheat
with the chaff.

Again, who shall doubt the powei
of spiritual renovation of an observ-

ance of Yom Kippur? This occasion

teaches the inescapable requirement
of personal responsibility that in

real religion there can be no moral
shirking. Its exactions are inexor-

able; there is no "vicarious atone- -
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ment" no getting right with' God
without first getting right with one'a
fellowman. For robbery there must
be restitution; for any wrong there
ust be appropriate amend. "The sins
against God," the old teachers tell
us, "Yom Kippur wipes out; but the
sins against our fellowmen Yom Kip-

pur does not wipe out unless we con-

ciliate our fellowmen."
Then, the importance of the Suc-co- th

festival, with its lessons of unity
and equality. Who shall estimate the
worth of exalted sympathy inspired
by its four-fol- d symbolism, of the
spirit of universal good-wi- ll that
flowes from its rich fount of rejoic-

ing?

The rich traditions of Judaism are
more than sentimental; they have a
veritable value.

Nor am I insensible to the intrinsic
value of ceremonials that keep alive
in the Jew the significance of his
ideals and a consciousness of his mis-

sion.

Favorable as I am to Reform, 1

feel that if the old forms are neces-

sary to hold the Jew steadfast to his
faith it were better that every cere-

monial be observed than that he let
go a single ideal.

Fealty to his ancestral faith should
be the first concern of every Jew.
Through all the perils and persecu-
tions of the past this allegiance never
wavered. Shall that long devotion,
sanctified by infinite sacrifices, be
allowed now to diminish? There is
danger in security. As one writer
has said: "Now that the Jew can
observe his religion in peace, it has
ceased to appeal to him."

Do not mistake me in these mat-

ters. Despite my religious radical-
ism, I would not attempt to shatter
aught of truth that may abide in any
Jewish tradition; and such effort of
mine, if made, would not avail for
the destruction of a single verity.

For most of the things I here have
said I expect no approval, but only
protest and criticism the invariable
reward of the neutral. I realize it is
inevitable that the Orthodox Jew will
object that I am partial to Reform,
while the Reform element will main-

tain that I favor Orthodoxy. Either
supposition is erroneous. I hold a
brief neither for Orthodoxy nor for
Reform, caring nauirht for incident-
als, but champion only that funda-
mental faith and those common ideals
to which both factions tenaciously
cling.

(Next article, "Religion of the Jews")
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Extra: Since Count Chadarov
knows how to do it "Fancy" dancing,
he has to walk down the street with
a cane in his hand to keep the beauti-
ful girls awey.

Excursion to Dallas Sunday. Guess
Julius Berkman will go now.

So as to promote more interest in
the baseball team of our boys, I woulo
appreciate your having the following
in the Y. M. H. A. baseball column in
next edition.

We fear the loss of the services of
Booger Ruth Goodman and Julius
Berkman In the Dallas-Wac- o cham-

pionship game Sunday. Booger has a
reasnable excuse due to a sprained
wrist but what is puisling the bunch
is; "Why Julius can not get permis-(Continu- ed

on Page 14).


